*      THE END OF EXCISE DUTIES       in
or  in  that of the duties  on  bounty-fed sugar in  1899.
3. It has been shown in the last chapter,, beyond all possibility of dispute, that Imperial Preference will substantially cheapen the clothing of the whole of the 315,000,000 of the Indian peoples ; for all taxation on the products of Indian cotton-mills, and on the imports of Lancashire and other British cotton goods, will be remitted, and more than 90 per cent, of the Indian consumption of cotton goods is comprised within these two categories. This hard, undeniable fact alone is sufficient, in the opinion of many great Indian authorities, to justify. Imperial Preference from the Indian point of view.
And in this connection it is well for the English reader to be reminded that the cotton clothing thus to be cheapened by Imperial Preference is absolutely the only item in the family budget of the poor Indian raiyat, save only his land revenue and his salt (which also may be reduced,